Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 BONN 11491 191719Z 
70 

ACTION ACDA-19 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO AEC-11 CIAE-00 H-03 INR-11 10-14 

L-03 NSAE-00 OIC-04 OMB-Ol PA-04 PM-07 PRS-01 SAJ-01 

SAM-01 SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 TRSE-00 RSC-01 NSC-07 

DRC-01 /153W 

051334 

R 191706Z JUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3931 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
USDEL MBFR VIENNA 
USNMR SHAPE 
CINCEUR VAIHINGEN 

SEC RET BONN 11491 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, PFOR, GW 

SUBJECT: MBFR NEGOTIATIONS: FRG VIEWS ON PHASING 
REF: VIENNA 155 

BEGIN SLTMMARY :SOUNDINGS IN BONN INDICATE THE 

FRG INTENDS TO MAINTAIN ITS PRESENT POSITION ON PHASING. 

THE GERMANS ARE LOATH TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATING IN A 
PHASE I REDUCTION. CITING MANY FAMILIAR ARGUMENTS. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT AGREEING AT SOME 
POINT TO BUNDESWEHR FIRST PHASE REDUCTIONS CANNOT BE 
EXCLUDED ENTIRELY, BUT PRESENTLY APPEARS REMOTE. END 
SUMMARY 

1. OUR CONTACTS IN FONMIN, FMOD AND CHANCELLERY HAVE 
NOT GIVEN ANY INDICATION OF A REDUCED FRG EMPHASIS ON 
THE ALLIED APPROACH TO PHASING. ON THE CONTRARY. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 BONN 11491 191719Z 

OFFICIALS WITH WHOM WE SPOKE ABOUT MBFR AND OTHER TOPICS 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


DURING THE COURSE OF THE PAST WEEK HEWED ALMOST WITHOUT 
EXCEPTION TO THE CURRENTLY AGREED NATO POSITION. THE 
OFFICIALS CITED MANY FAMILIAR ARGUMENTS ABOUT WHAT A 
FIRST PHASE BUNDESWEHR REDUCTION MIGHT LEAD TO. FOR 
EXAMPLE, THE BUGABOO OF NATIONAL SUBCEILINGS, THE 
SINGLING OUT OF GERMANY AS A SPECIAL REDUCTIONS ZONE AND 
THE EFFECT THAT SUCH REDUCTIONS MIGHT HAVE ON FUTURE 
EUROPEAN DEFENSE COOPERATION IN A UNITED EUROPE FIGURED 
PROMINENTLY IN GERMAN THINKING. 

2 . 

WHEN THE SUBJECT WAS BROACHED, 

INVARIABLY GREAT STRESS WAS LAID UPON THE FACT THAT THE 
MODALITIES OF ANY SUCH REDUCTIONS INVOLVING THE BUNDES- 
WEHR WOULD HAVE TO BE VERY CAREFULLY EXPLORED. ONLY ONE 
OFFICIAL OFFERED A PERSONAL OPINION THAT THE "FRG COULD 
THINK ABOUT IT IF ALL REDUCED." FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE 
IN BONN, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE GERMAN MBFR DEPREP IS 
CONSIDERABLY OUT IN FRONT IN HIS THINKING ABOUT THE 
DEGREE OF FLEXIBILITY IN THE TRADITIONAL FRG POSITION 
FAVORING THE PHASED APPROACH TO MBFR. 

3. CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT IS INDEED ONE OF THE FOUNDING 
FATHERS OF MBFR AS HE INDICATED IN A CBS NEWS INTERVIEW 
ON JULY 7. HIS FATHERSHIP GOES BACK TO 1959 WHEN HE 
FIRST RAISED THE POSSIBILITY OF A MUTUAL REDUCTION OF 
FORCES IN A BUNDESTAG DEBATE. AT THE PRESENT TIME, 

HOWEVER, THE CHANCELLOR IS NOT HEAVILY ENGAGED IN MBFR 
MATTERS. HE IS MORE CONCERNED WITH THE PROBLEMS OF 
ECONOMIC STABILITY WITHIN GERMANY AND THE EC. 

4. WHEN THE CHANCELLOR VISITS THE SOVIET UNION IN THE 
FALL, IT SEEMS TO BE A REASONABLE ASSUMPTION THAT 
BREZHNEV WILL BRING UP THE SUBJECT OF BUNDESWEHR REDUC- 
TIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO SAY AT THIS TIME HOW THE 
CHANCELLOR WILL REACT, BUT CERTAINLY ANY DECISION TO 
MOVE IN THE DIRECTION OF BUNDESWEHR REDUCTIONS FROM THE 
OUTSET WOULD BE FRAUGHT WITH MANY POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS 
WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED. THE MBFR 
NEGOTIATIONS PRESENTLY RECEIVE BI-PARTISAN SUPPORT IN 
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BONN, BUT SUCH A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT IN THE FRG POSITION 
MIGHT ENGENDER POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES FOR THE GOVERNMENT 
WHICH IT MIGHT PREFER TO AVOID. 

CASH 


SECRET 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MUTUAL FORCE REDUCTIONS, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 19 JUL 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974BONN1 1491 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 95-0764 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740736/aaaabect.tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ACDA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: VIENNA 155 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAR 2002 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <13 MAY 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MBFR NEGOTIATIONS: FRG VIEWS ON PHASING 
TAGS: PARM, PFOR, GE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



